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Adaptation planning must be localized

Many actions to adapt to climate change happen 
at the local level:

• Land use planning

• Social Services

• Infrastructure development
– Transportation

– Buildings

– Power & Water



Californians consider climate change a threat
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73%: very serious or somewhat serious threat

“How serious a threat is global warming 
to the economy and quality of life for California’s future?”

Source: PPIC .  “Californians and the Environment.”  July 2010.
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Citizens think climate change is already impacting u s
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28%: not in our lifetime or never

“Which of the following reflects your view of when the effects of global 
warming will begin to happen?”

0

10

20

30

40

already 
begun

within a few 
years

within your 
lifetime

not in your 
lifetime but 
will affect 

future gens.

will never 
happen

don’t know

66

4
7

11
7 5

54

6 8

14 16

2

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 C

al
ifo

rn
ia

ns

2007
2010



Californians think government should act
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“Do you think the government should or should not 

regulate the release of greenhouse gases from sources like power plants, 
cars and factories in an effort to reduce global warming?”
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State government has taken action



Regional agencies have created tools…

BCDC has:

– Scientific data about global 
warming and impacts

– Adaptation planning – Adaptation planning 
principles and processes

– Guides to engaging 
communities and decision-
makers effectively

– Example plans



Strong models of grand adaptation planning



Where are California communities 
in adaptation planning?



Challenge 1: Funding

Or Climate Adaptation Planning?



Challenge 2: Complexity & Uncertainty



Challenge 3: Current Focus on Mitigation

• Political pressure is focused on mitigation

• Citizens understand mitigation better than 
adaptation

• Actions are more straightforward; more for 
individuals to do



Opportunity:  More sectoral planning



Additional Opportunities

• Incorporate climate change adaptation into 
existing capital planning processes

• Draft design guidelines for new infrastructure

• Adopt uniform climate change projections region-
by-region

• Grow partnerships between public and private 
entities responsible for critical infrastructure


