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We Are Over a Barrel 



Over a Barrel: Oil-Induced Conflict?



What’s the Real Price of Gas?



Over a Barrel:
Stagnant Fuel Economy

80% more power
25% more weight



California Leadership on Clean Vehicles



States with CA �s Vehicle Standards

Source: Paul Hughes, CARB Sept 2009



First Federal GHG Vehicle Standards:
US Follows CA Lead



2020 Benefits of New Federal Stds
(according to UCS analysis) 

•Cut U.S. oil consumption 
by 1.2 million barrels per 
day day 

•Save consumers $34 
billion 

•Create up to 200,000 
new jobs nationwide



CA Clean Cars Plan in 2010:
Strengthen Vehicle Standards



Road to the Future

Plug into 
A Hybrid 

Future

Get High 
on 

Hydrogen

Buckle 
Up for 

Batteries



Buckle up for Batteries
Pollution Vehicle 

Cost
Fuel 
Price

Range

Today + / - - - - ++ - -
Future +++ - - ++ -



Pollution Vehicle 
Cost

Fuel 
Price

Range

Today + / - - - + ++
Future ++ - - / + ++

Plug Into a Hybrid Future



Get High on Hydrogen
Pollution Vehicle 

Cost
Fuel 
Price

Range

Today ++ - - - - - -
Future +++ - + +





How much of the 2010 
corn crop will be used for 

ethanol?

A:  5%

Corn-ucopia

A:  5%

B: 10%

C: 30%

D: 50%

Answer: About 30%



Fuel Tradeoffs: 
There’s No Free Lunch



Deforestation from Biofuels



Cleaner Fuels:
California �s Low Carbon Fuel Standard

Reduces global warming pollution 10% per gallonAccounts for deforestation and land use change



Win for Sound Science
California Passes Strong, 

Science-based Fuel Standard



Car Trek: The Next Generation



Thank You!

Patricia Monahan
California Office DirectorCalifornia Office Director

Union of Concerned Scientists
(510) 809-1568

pmonahan@ucsusa.org


